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More than 90 lecturers, scholars and guests from Southeast Asia 
and beyond (Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, India, Germany, Aus-
tralia) gathered at the 4th International Conference of the Indone-
sian Association of German Studies (Asosiasi Germanistik Indo-
nesia / AGI) from 28th to 29th September 2018 in Yogyakarta. The 
conference, which was hosted by Yogyakarta State University 
(UNY) and funded by the DAAD, went under the motto “DaF – 
Germanistik – German Studies. Vergleichende Perspektiven auf 
akademische Diskurse, Lehr- und Lernpraktiken in Süd(ost)
asien.“ It aimed at strengthening the ties between university lec-
turers in German Studies and approaching the multi-faceted disci-
pline of German Studies from a regional perspective.  
 

The conference was opened in fluent German by the vice-rector for Cooperation and Development Affairs of UNY, Dr. Senam. In his 
keynote speech, Prof. Dr. Ulrich Ammon (University of Duisburg-Essen) set the tone for the conference and gave an overview of the 
status of German in today’s world, particularly in the Asia Pacific Region and as a language of science and business. 
Over the following two days, more than 50 presentations were held in parallel sessions. They included contributions from the fields of 
linguistics, literature, culture and media studies, didactics, educational research, and translation studies and gave evidenc e to the 
broad range of the subject.  
 

Three plenary discussions provided a welcome opportunity to discuss some of the main trends and developments concerning Ger-
man study programmes in the region. The sessions focused on questions such as the value of establishing study programmes with 
unique profiles, curbing research performance by engaging in interdisciplinary research and proposed models and topics for regional 
cooperation in education and research. All participants agreed that closer cooperation among national teacher associations, German 
departments and individual scholars across Southeast Asia will play a crucial role in further developing the discipline. 
 

The conference was preceded by two workshops on academic writing and publishing and student-centered learning, led by DAAD 
lecturer Dr. Marco Stahlhut (Universitas Indonesia), Prof. Dr. Korakoch Attaviriyanupap (Silpakorn University Bangkok) and Svenja 
Völkert (University of Münster). During a parallel student forum, some 20 students from Indonesia and Germany jointly developed 
ideas on how to put the students in the centre of teaching and learning. The conference ended with a rich cultural programme,  featur-
ing an outstanding theatre performance of UNY students, led by DAAD lecturer Michaela Nocker. 
 

In Indonesia more than 3,300 students study German as a foreign language at 14 
institutions of higher education. Since 2007, the university lecturers teaching in 
those programmes are represented by Asosiasi Germanistik Indonesia (AGI), 
which is currently presided over by Prof. Dr. Pratomo Widodo (Universitas Negeri 
Yogyakarta). So far, AGI has organised four international conferences and pub-
lished the proceedings in an online journal (id-germanistenverband.org).  
 

The DAAD supports German as a foreign language in Indonesia through a variety 
of programmes, including the “DAAD Lektorenprogramm”. Currently, four DAAD 
lecturers and one language assistant teach German language and literature at 
three universities. Among others, the DAAD lecturers also conduct workshops 
and trainings at German departments throughout the country. Every two years, DAAD supports summer schools in Southeast Asia for 
students and junior lecturers who study or teach German as a foreign language. 
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German Studies Conference attracts scholars from Southeast Asia and beyond  

Prof. Dr. Pratomo Widodo, President of the Indonesian Association of 
German Studies, delivering his opening remarks 

Students of Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta perform-
ing Georg Büchner’s play Leonce and Lena  


